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And here let me repeat that for every reason I
would far rather teach him Greek than Latin. The
question as between the two languages has, for the
historical reasons given, never been fairly argued:
the defenders of the classics fought blindly for both,
and their opponents naturally assailed the language
which was least strongly entrenched. It seems to me
that a very strong case can be made for the preference
being given to Greek, when one classical language
only is to be studied.

I can only repeat my conviction that, so far as
Latin is concerned, long before the goal of real
appreciation is reached, the bones of such students
will be found bleaching on the long and dreary road
which leads through Caesar and Nepos and Ovid.
To condemn a boy in the name of culture to read
second rate literature is a contradiction in terms, but
the reductio ad absurdum still plays its part in
English education.

When you turn to Greek the prospect is vastly
different. The great Greeks are gloriously simple,
partly because of the lucidity of their language, and
partly because of the clarity of their thought, and for
a boy to have even a bowing acquaintance with
Homer, Herodotus, Aristophanes and Plato is to
open out new literary horizons such as Keats beheld
when he first " heard Chapman speak out loud and
bold."

I can testify from practical experience that it is
possible to get a boy who knows no Greek to read